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Amici da NIABA,

It is an honor and privilege to serve as you president. Since 
the installation dinner in Ft. Lauderdale in June, your 
officers and board members have been working dedicatedly 
to create the organizational structure and programming 
to make NIABA the great platform it is. It is our hope 
that this newsletter is forwarded to as many lawyers, law 
students, judges and faculty as possible to reveal what our 
organization is accomplishing here in the U.S. and in Italy.

I treat with great honor and respect the fact that our board 
has placed its confidence in me in the role of president. Believe me, the shoes that precede me are 
extremely big and difficult to fill. 

My father always asked us, "is anyone better today because of you?". That, my fratelli, is what 
the National Italian American Bar Association (www.niaba.org) is all about! We are a platform for 
creation of the "famiglia" experience within our profession, as our mission statement reveals. This 
magical experience was created in our Rome CLE conference in late September where avvocati 
from both sides of the ocean converged to educate, share, and create lifelong relationships. 

We hope sincerely that every reader of this newsletter will plan to join our next Italy CLE as well as 
any future board meeting, starting with San Diego on January 18-21, 2018. We truly welcome you 
with open arms to see your leadership in action as well as to involve yourself in some capacity in 
the many roles we have. Please, when you read this and want to know how you can get involved, 
write me at paul@finiziolaw.com or, better, call me at 954-605-1628.

As I write this, we are approaching our fall meeting in Philadelphia. It is of great importance to 
pause and thank the supporters and underwriters who made Rome – with its spectacular rooftop 
Piazza Navonna and its Circolo Roma on the river and its opera and Italian song experiences –  
possible. Logos of our underwriters are on page 4 of this issue, however some have to be mentioned 
individually. America's Got Talent star Carlos De Antonis and NIABA member Sergio Salani 
awed all present with amazing singing and piano playing. NIABA Board member Valerio Spinaci 
coordinated the event and put all the puzzle pieces together beautifully. Avvocati Marco DeFazi and 
Romolo Reboa graciously created the location experiences on the river at their private clubs and the 
Italian Supreme Court. The financial underwriting was kicked off by fratello Tom Girardi of Girardi 
and Keese in Los Angeles. To those who followed in Tom's footsteps, including the presenters – 
tanti grazie!

The Philadelphia board meetings promise to be a time of dedicated officers and board work for the 
future of NIABA as we grow in leaps and bounds. We thank and applaud member Joe Del Raso and 
his firm Pepper Hamilton for hosting us with a world class location and of course the pranzo and 
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President's Message, continued from page 6

cocktail party, welcoming like-
minded attorneys, judges, and 
professionals from throught 
the area.

A special thank you to those 
who completed our NIABA 
survey these past months. 
We're compiling the results 
and will report back soon. 
If you didn't respond to the 

survey emails, we still want 
your input! Please send any 
suggestions for meeting 
locations, scholarship 
fundraisers, programming 
and website offerings at me 
at paul@finiziolaw.com. And 
please be sure to calendar our 
January 18-21 meeting in San 
Diego. Grazie!

I'm writing this column after 
the long NIAF weekend 
celebration and gala in 
Washington, DC. We sang, 
danced, hugged (a lot!) and 
connected with old, as well 
as new, relations for our 
organization. Please, be a part 
of and learn about what we 
do and share it with anyone 

you meet, as this organization 
of lawyers "is" different than 
any other because of you and 
your connectivity to a heritage 
whose greatness has and 
continues to impact the world.

Avanti!
Paul Finizio 
at your servizio - humbly

NIABA Digest Editor Passes the Red Pen
The NIABA office recently received the following letter from 
Prof. Robin Paul Malloy, who has served as editor of the 
NIABA Digest law journal since its inception two and a half 
decades ago. We thank him immensely for his commitment to the 
professiona and the organization. 

We are also currently seeking a new editor. If you are interested 
in learning more, please contact our administrator at 
niabagroup@gmail.com or 414-750-4404. 

After completing volume 25 of The Digest this past 
summer, I think it is time to pass this project on to a 
new person. My research, publishing, and lecturing 

obligations are consuming more and more of my time, and I have 
less and less time to manage the student production of our fine 
law journal.  

It has been an honor to serve NIABA and the legal profession for 
all of these years by shepherding  our important journal into 25 
volumes of continuous publication over as many years. I know 
that NIABA has been appreciative of the work we do here at 
Syracuse, and I have been proud of our association with NIABA. 
I am honored to be a part of such an important organization.
 
I owe a great amount of gratitude to everyone at NIABA for their 
support of The Digest, and especially to our dear friend Judge 
Joseph Giamboi, who has been its spiritual leader from the start.  
 
I also wish to once again thank the Board for the generous 
recognition gift of two roundtrip tickets for flights to Rome this 
summer. My wife and I used the tickets and took a trip with our 
son, Giovanni, to Rome for a wonderful and relaxing visit. It was 
our son’s first visit to the Eternal City.   

I share two photos from our trip. One is a classic selfie tourist 
shot out in front of St. Peters; the other is a shot of the three of 
us saluting NIABA while enjoying cold drafts of Peroni up on 
the roof of St. Peter’s later that same day. I would never have 
guessed that the Pope would be pouring draft beers in a small 

café on the roof while having mass in the Basilica below! It is 
amazing how times have changed. And, yes, there were fancier 
locations where we enjoyed multiple glasses of fine wine and 
beer, but none provided a more fitting location for a salute to our 
friends in NIABA than on the rooftop over the Seat of St. Peter.   
  
With appreciation and all best wishes,
Robin Paul Malloy, JD, LLM
E.I. White Chair and Distinguished Professor of Law,  
Kauffman Professor of Entrepreneurship and Innovation,  
College of Law, Syracuse University

mailto:paul%40finiziolaw.com?subject=
http://www.niaf.org
mailto:niabagroup%40gmail.com?subject=
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Best Practices

Tips on Accepting Payment 
by Credit Card

Best Practices is a new 
column, featuring articles 
that we feel will be helpful to 
those who are engaged in the 
practice of law. Unlike the rest 
of this newsletter, they may not 
have a specifically Italian or 
Italian-American focus. If you 
would like to contribute to this 
column, contact niabagroup@
gmail.com with your idea.

By Joseph B. LaRocco

Not all law firms accept 
payment by credit card, but 
if your firm does or you are 
considering accepting payment 
by credit card there are a few 
things you need to know.

General Account vs.  
Trust Account
If you are accepting a retainer 
for legal work you will be 
doing in the future, we all 
know that retainer must be 
set aside in a separate trust 
account or escrow account 
and billed against that retainer 
as you perform legal services 
and bill you client. First 
check your State’s Rules of 
Professional Conduct to see if 
it permits law firms to accept 
credit card payments from 
clients.   

If law firms are permitted 
to accept retainers by credit 
card, the interchange fees 
and processing fees cannot 
be charged against the trustee 
account, they can only be 
charged against the law firms’ 
general account. It is important 
that you make this clear to 

your credit card processor, 
agent or bank when you 
sign up to accept credit card 
payments.

Passing Processing Fees  
on to the Client
While this may seem like a 
good idea to pass processing 
fees on to the client, especially 
if you accept payments via 
PayPal (which charges 2.95% 
plus $.30 per transaction), 
think again. While the PayPal 
fee on a $5,000 retainer comes 
to about $150, not all states 
allow businesses to surcharge 
or recoup the merchant 
processing fees from the 
customer. Even if your state 
does allow passing that fee on 
to the client, there are certain 
disclosures and steps you must 
take to ensure that you are in 
compliance. 

California had an anti-
surcharging law, but that was 
declared unconstitutional in 
Italian Colors Restaurant 
et al. v. Harris in 2015 and 
California is appealing that 
district court decision. New 
York is in a similar situation. 
In September 2016, the U.S. 
Supreme Court agreed to 
hear the case of Expressions 
Hair Design v. Schneiderman 
which challenged the New 
York statute that prohibits 
merchants from imposing a 
surcharge for using a credit or 
debit card.

California, Colorado, 
Connecticut, Florida, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, 
Nevada, Oklahoma, 
Washington, Wisconsin 
and Wyoming do not allow 

“surcharging” but in some 
situations they do allow 
“discounts."

Surcharging vs. Discounts – 
What’s the Difference?
One might ask, “How do the 
gas stations get way with 
charging extra for credit card 
payments?” Well it may sound 
like semantics, but they are not 
charging more for payment by 
credit card, they are giving a 
“discount” to customers that 
pay by cash. Mannaggia!

While California, Colorado, 
Connecticut, Florida, 
Maryland, Nevada, Oklahoma 
and Wisconsin specifically 
make surcharging illegal, they 
also have specific laws that 
allow “retailers, sellers, and 
merchants” to give discounts 
to customers who pay cash. 
Whether or not a law firm 
fits into those classifications 
is another question. It is 
arguable, however, that even 
if your state does not allow 
surcharging and is silent on the 
subject of discounts, as long as 

you are not surcharging clients 
who pay by credit card, it 
should be permissible.

Although I have not conducted 
a study of every state in the 
U.S., it would seem that if 
all gas stations can and have 
been offering that semantically 
appropriate “cash discount,” 
then all businesses should be 
able to as well.

Joseph B. LaRocco, is General 
Counsel of LaRocca Integrated 
Solutions, Inc. and has advised 
numerous businesses on cost 
saving merchant service 
solutions, the EMV liability 
shift, security issues and loss 
prevention related to credit 
card fraud. 

This material has been 
provided for informational 
purposes only and should 
not be relied upon without 
checking on the specific 
statues and case law 
governing your business or 
law practice.

NIABA "Merch" Available
Show your NIABA 
pride with our oversize 
coffee mug and full-
color lapel pin. The 
mug holds a generous 
22 oz. and is perfect 
for coffeee, tea, soup, 
or tortellini! The lapel 
pin is professional, 
attractive, and easy to 
read. Both are available 
on our website -- $15 for the mug, $6 for the pin, postage 
included -- or as our gift with a donation to the scholarship fund 
of $100 or more. 

http://laroccais.com/
http://laroccais.com/
http://www.niaba.org/merchandise
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Rome 2017 CLE (Come, Let's Eat)
Over 50 NIABA members and guests joined us for the CLE 
program and accompanying events in Rome this fall. None 
of it would have been possible without the hard work and 
commitment of Valerio Spinaci! Presenters were interesting and 
provided really useful information about the differences in the 
practice of law in the U.S and Italy. We appreciate their time and 
preparation on our behalf. Additional heartfelt thanks to:

• Joe Andolino
• Antonio Conte
• Marco De Fazi
• Paul Finizio
• Vincent Marchetti
• Ray Pacia

• Romolo Reboa
• Antonio Roca
• Jon Romano
• Paolo Sorboni
• Valerio Spinaci
• Raimondo Zagami

Outside of the classroom, the group took a behind the scenes tour  
at the Cassazione, enjoyed cocktails on a rooftop overlooking 
Piazza Navona, were provided with their own private opera 
singer and treated like visiting royalty at receptions in their 
honor. And wow did we have so much good food!

Our deepest gratitude to the people and firms who hosted us and 
who sponsored the event (listed below). We can't wait to come 
back and see you again in 2019!

Law Office of Domenic Lucarelli

Frank Aiello, Personal Financial 
Representative, Allstate Insurance

Gold Level

Silver Level

Bronze Level

www.paulfiniziolaw.com
http://laroccais.com/
http://www.pacialawoffices.com/
http://www.studiodefazi.it/en/
http://www.stearnsweaver.com/
https://www.google.com/search?q=Law+Office+of+Domenic+Lucarelli&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8
https://agents.allstate.com/frank-aiello-fort-myers-fl.html
https://agents.allstate.com/frank-aiello-fort-myers-fl.html
http://www.romanolawgroup.com/
https://www.girardikeese.com/
http://www.necessityfunding.com/
http://www.reboa.eu/
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The Benef its of Having  
Dual Citizenship

By Giuditta De Ricco 
and Jackellyn Trinh

An American passport is 
considered to be one of 
the most prized passports 
one could own. This little 
booklet is a global treasure, 
and seeking citizenship in 
America has always been 
high on the priority list 
worldwide. However, what 
is better than becoming an 
American citizen? Having dual 
citizenship, especially to one 
of the most stunning countries 
in the world, Italy. 

What is dual citizenship?
According to the United States 
Department State Bureau 
of Consular Affairs, “dual 
nationality” is a concept 
that allows a person to be 
recognized as a national of two 
countries at the same time.1  
This concept allows a person 
to reap the benefits socially, 
financially, culturally, but most 
importantly, the freedom to 
move freely within these two 
amazing countries.
 

Becoming an Italian citizen 
may have even more benefits. 
As a founding member of 
the European Union, Italian 
citizens can live and work in 
the EU without the need for 
a work permit or visa. Article 
9 of the Treaty on European 
Union (TEU) and Article 20 of 
the Treaty on the Functioning 
European Union (TFEU) state 
that, “Every person holding the 
nationality of a Member State 
is a citizen of the Union.”

Therefore, like all European 
nationals, an Italian citizen 
can not only obtain the 
fundamental rights of being 
able to live, work, and vote 
in their European country, 
but they can also live and 
work in 28 other countries 
within Europe. Furthermore, 
beginning in 2008 most of 
the European countries are 
also now members of the 
Schengen Agreement, which 
allows for free movement 
and travel within Europe 
and following benefits. This 
agreement allows residents 
with both American and Italian 
citizenship to feel more secure 
when traveling abroad since 
they are not subject to certain 
restrictions and border checks. 
They are also able to enjoy the 
protection of the diplomatic 
and consular authorities of 
any member state on the same 
conditions as the nationals of 
that country.

General Benefits
There are currently 28 EU 
countries that are part of 
the Union; which means 
all professional and work 
opportunities will be offered 
to the members of the Union 
first before offering them 

to foreigners. Therefore, 
becoming a citizen of Italy 
also gives access to many 
other beautiful European 
countries, with the opportunity 
to live and work freely.

For entrepreneurs, going into 
business would be easier. 
Since the EU is a single 
economic region, having one 
common currency and twice 
the population of the United 
States, it puts the entrepreneur 
in a unique situation with 
plenty of opportunities.2 
Businesses have access to a 
much larger “local” market, 
as well as a greater pool of 
resources when looking for 
employees.
If securities are of interest, 
then it could be vital for an 
investor to maintain a foreign 
identity to invest in many 
offshore mutual funds and 
securities without limitations; 
because in the United States 
very few foreign companies 
can sell their securities.3

 
Having dual citizenship in the 
U.S. and the Republic of Italy 
also means the individual has 
the right to participate and 
vote in political elections for 
both countries. Additional 
advantages include reaping 
the benefits of the many 
excellent social welfare 
programs available for Italian 
citizens, such as low-cost 
health care and obtaining a 
higher education degree at top 
universities with low tuition 
fees.

Moreover, having an Italian 
citizenship allows a parent 
to pass naturalization to 
their children, allowing their 
offspring to utilize the same 

resources. Especially with 
higher education costs soaring 
in the United States, this 
alone could prove to be one of 
the most beneficial benefits. 
Furthermore, as of January 1, 
2005, the Italian government 
no longer requires its citizens 
to enlist in the military; it is 
now entirely voluntary.

Becoming an Italian Citizen
There are several ways to 
obtain an Italian citizenship: 
ancestry, marriage, and 
naturalization.

Ancestry. Italian citizenship 
is based on the principle of 
“jure sanguinis” (blood right), 
which means children who 
are born to Italian parents are 
considered Italian citizens. 
Individuals with ancestors 
who were born in Italy may 
be eligible for citizenship, 
depending on several factors 
including, but not limited to, 
the date and place of birth of 
their parents, grandparents, 
and even great-grandparents.

Marriage. Spouses of Italian 
citizens may also be eligible to 
acquire citizenship. The time 
frame on which an application 
for citizenship can be filed is 
dependent on the length of a 
marriage, whether the couple 
resides in Italy, and whether 
they have children (natural or 
adopted). The application can 
be filed after: 
• One year of marriage, one 

year of legal residence in 
Italy so long as they have 
children.

• One and a half years of 
marriage, no residency 
requirement so long as they 
have children.

continued on next page
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• Two years of marriage and 
two years of legal residency 
in Italy in the absence of 
children.

• Three years of marriage, in 
the absence of children with 
no residency requirement. 

Naturalization. Legal Italian 
residents may be allowed 
to apply for citizenship. 
However, the procedural 
process and times may vary 
depending on the birthplace 
their parents, their nationality, 
and the length of time they 
have legally resided in Italy. 
The resident may file an 
application for naturalization 
after: 
• One year of legal residency 

in Italy and have held 
an Italian citizenship at 
some point in the past 
(“Reacquisition of Italian 
citizenship”).

• Three years of legal 
residency in Italy, with 
parents or grandparents who 
were Italian born. 

• Four years of legal residency 
in Italy and is also a citizen 
of another European Union 

(EU) State. 
• Ten years of legal residency 

in Italy for NON-EU 
citizens

There are many requirements 
to meet, and documents to 
prepare, but the request for 
citizenship by marriage and 
bloodline directly corresponds 
with a right for the applicant. 
Citizenship by naturalization 
is considered only to be a 
concession that may not be 
granted by the Ministry of the 
Interior, even if meeting all the 
requisites required by law. 

For more information 
regarding dual citizenship and 
its benefits, or how to obtain 
citizenship for Italy, please 
contact the Mazzeschi office at 
mm@mazzeschi.it.

1 "Dual Nationality." U.S. 
Department of State. U.S. 
Department of State, n.d. Web.

2 Italia America, n.d. Web.  
www.italiamerica.org.

3 Italia America, n.d. Web.  
www.italiamerica.org.

Dual Citizenship, continued from page 6

In Memory
Hon. Vincent A. Ragosta, 
Associate Justice of the Rhode 

Island 
Superior 
Court 
passed 
away 
peacefully 
on August 
9th at the 
age of 93. 

A member of the "Greatest 
Generation," he served in 
the U.S. Army during World 
War II. He was deployed to 
the Pacific Theater, serving 
in military intelligence in 

Brotherly Love

Okinawa. Upon returning 
to civilian life, he graduated 
from the University of Rhode 
Island in 1949 with a degree 
in Accounting. He entered 
Boston College Law School, 
and received his Bachelor 
of Laws in 1951. He also 
attended John Hopkins 
University and The Citidel.

Ragosta was admitted to the 
practice of law before the 
Rhode Island Supreme Court 
in 1951, to the U.S. District 
Court for the District of Rhode 
Island in 1952, and to the 

U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
in 1963. He presided over 
many interesting and difficult 
criminal and civil trials, and is 
remembered by Rhode Island's 
most prominent trial lawyers 
for gently shepherding them 
through their first jury trials. 

Known for his objectivity and 
practicality with all lawyers 
and litigants who appeared 
before him, Judge Ragosta 
earned a much-deserved 
reputation for mediating and 
settling many cases without 
trials. He was beloved by his 
fellow judges, lawyers, clerks 
and court staff.

Judge Ragosta was a leader 
and member of many civic, 
fraternal, veterans, religious, 
and charitable organizations. 
He was active in Italian-
American social and cultural 
affairs, serving as a National 
Trustee of the Order of Sons 
of Italy in America. In 1975, 
the President of the Republic 
of Italy awarded him the Star 
of Italian Solidarity with the 
rank of Cavaliere. He was 
a recipient of the Lifetime 
Achievement Award of the 
Italian-American Hall of 
Fame, the Verrazzano Day 
Award, and the Distinguished 
Public Service Award of the 
Justinian Law Society.

As we write this, the NIABA Fall Meeting is just finishing up. 
Attendees are having a dinner at Philadelphia's best Italian 
restaurant, La Famiglia, after being hosted for two days of board 
meetings and a cocktail reception by the very generous firm of 
Pepper Hamilton. 

We hope to have photos on the website very soon. In the 
meantime, thanks so much to our event sponsors. You are also  
la famiglia. 

mailto:mm%40mazzeschi.it?subject=
http://www.italiamerica.org
http://www.italiamerica.org
https://www.niaba.org/page-1858976
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Mark Your Calendar
Plan to join us at one of our upcoming meetings. As details become available, we will 
send them out via email and post them on our website. 

http://www.niaba.org
https://www.niaba.org/event-2660333
https://www.niaba.org/event-2653320
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Welcome New NIABA Members
Welcome to the following 
members, who joined NIABA 
between April 24 and October 
17, 2017.

Joseph Francis Andolino 
Andolino&Associates 
Fort Myers Fl 
joe@andolinoassociates.com 
646-406-4738 

Angelica Andreoli 
East Lansing MI 
andreol2@msu.edu 

Imran Ansari 
Aidala, Bertuna & Kamins P.C. 
New York NY 
iansari@aidalalaw.com 
212-480-0011 

Jason Edward Barth 
Law Offices of Jason Edward 
Barth 

Los Angeles CA 
jasonbarth@yahoo.com 
951-897-0973 

Anthony Joseph Battaglia 
U.S. District Court, Southern 
District of California 

San Diego CA 
anthony_j_battaglia@ 
casd.uscourts.gov 

619-557-3446 

Victoria Bellomo 
The Rosacci Law Firm, PC 
Phoenix AZ 
vbellomo@rosaccilawfirm.
com 

602-954-1300 

Jennifer Buckler 
South Windsor CT 
Jennifer.Buckler@uconn.edu 

Lexie Calistri 
White & Case LLP 
New York NY 
lexie.calistri@whitecase.com 
212-819-8318 

Michela Cappelletti 
Los Angeles CA 
m.cappelletti11@hotmail.com 
323-304-5763 

Christopher J. Carpenter 
Good Judgment Inc. 
Philadelphia PA 
carpenterchris64@gmail.com 
443-207-1729 

Lisa Citarella 
Mestchester County Supreme 
Court 

White Plains NY 

Anthony R Cozzi 
Fishers IN 
anthonyrcozzi@gmail.com 
317-762-6001 

Laura D'Agostino 
Centreville VA 
ldagosti@gmu.edu 

Marco De Fazi 
Roma Italy 
mdefazi@studiodefazi.it 
+39 335-813-3162 

Alessandro De Ruggiero 
De Ruggiero LLP 
Napoli Italy 
alederuggiero@hotmail.com 
+39 347-681-6788 

Daniel De Vito 
Akron OH 
mrdanieldevito@gmail.com 
570-309-2509 

Victor Paul DeBianchi, Jr. 
Hollywood FL 
vdebianchi@aol.com 
954-929-6666 

Daniel Perry Del Vecchio 
Naples FL 
ddelvecchio12@gmail.com 
973-897-5518 

Cristina Dickos 
dickos.1@osu.edu 

Dean R. DiRose 
Hillsborough County Attorney 
Tampa FL 
dirosed@ 
hillsboroughcounty.org 

813-307-3195 

Janice DiRose 
Jabil Inc. 
Oldsmar FL 
janicedirose@gmail.com 
813-220-7939 

Anthony J. Enea 
Enea, Scanlan &  
Sirignano, LLP 

White Plains NY 
aenea@aol.com 
914-948-1800 

Joseph Fazio 
Law Offices of Joseph R. 
Fazio, P.A. 

Fort Lauderdale FL 
jfazio@faziodisalvo.com 
954-463-0585 

Vivian Hattem Fazio 
Law Offices of Vivian H. 
Fazio, P.A. 

Fort Lauderdale FL 
vfazio@flcivillaw.com 
954-998-3529 

Christopher Ferri 
San Diego CA 
cferri@sandiego.edu 

Elizabeth W. Finizio 
Law Offices of Paul G. Finizio, 
P.A. 

Fort Lauderdale FL 
Elizabeth@finiziolaw.com 
954-767-6000 

Michele Finizio 
Moorestown NJ 
mfinizio@me.com 
609-230-0374 

James P. Galvin 
Galvin Legal, PLLC 
Miami FL 
james@galvinlegal.com 
305-697-4927 

Vito Robert Giannola 
Cleveland OH 
vrg19@case.edu 
248-240-3874 

Celeste Gibson 
Celeste Gibson CPA & 
Associates LLC 

Viroqua WI 
celeste@mwt.net 
608-637-6544 

Mario Raffaello Giommoni 
Boldt Law Firm 
Boca Raton FL 
mgiommoni@ 
boldtlawfirm.com 

561-316-6531 

Jonathan David Gomer 
Nova Southeaster University 
Shepard Broad Law Center 

Fort Lauderdale FL 
jg2576@mynsu.nova.edu 
561-251-0954 

Lauren Guccione 
Collins Collins Muir Stewart 
Glendora CA 
lguccione@ccmslaw.com 
626-347-1530 

Alanna Haefner 
Pittsburgh PA 
alannahaefner@gmail.com 
724-831-9530 

Taylor Alexandra Infante 
Pittsburgh PA 
infantet@duq.edu 
859-912-0002 

Daniel Kron 
NY Traffic Firm 
New York NY 
info@nytrafficfirm.com 
212-300-2832 

Rafael Lamberti 
Reinhardt LLP 
New York NY 
rl@reinhardtllp.com 
212-710-0970 

continued on next page
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Joseph B. LaRocco 
LaRocco Integrated Solutions, 
Inc. 

Stamford CT 
joseph@laroccais.com 
203-599-1928 

Justin N Leonelli 
Meyer Unkovic & Scott LLP 
Pittsburgh PA 
jnl@muslaw.com 
412-456-2827 

Ralph Liguori 
Jones Kelleher LLP 
Providence RI 
rliguori@joneskell.com 
401-273-0800 

Giuseppe LoBrutto 
Fresh Meadows NY 
giuseppe.lobrutto@ 
live.law.cuny.edu 

Nicholas A. Lotito 
Davis Zipperman
Kirschenbaum & Lotito, LLP 
Atlanta GA 
april@dzkl.com 
404-688-2000 

Juliana Lyons 
Vienna VA 
jmlyons02@email.wm.edu 

Davide Macelloni 
Delray Beach FL 
dm2316@mynsu.nova.edu 

Vincent Marchetti 
Stearns Weaver Miller Weissler 
Alhadeff & Sitterson, P.A. 

Tampa FL 
vmarchetti@stearnsweaver.com 
813-222-5033 

Paul M. Marigonda 
Superior Court of California, 
County of Santa Cruz 

Santa Cruz CA 
paul.marigonda@
santacruzcourt.org 

831-420-2381 

Irma Graciela Martinez 
Glendora CA 
imartinez1317@hotmail.com 
424-527-3208 

Henry A. Martuscello 
Martuscello Law Office 
New York NY 
ham@martuscellolaw.com 
212-267-7944 

Carolann Mazza 
Carolann Mazza, P.A. 
Fort Lauderdale FL 
carolann@cmazzalaw.com 
954-527-4604 

Miles A. McGrane, III 
The McGrane Law Firm 
Fort Lauderdale FL 
Miles@mcgranelaw.com 
305-213-4812 

Kyle Michael McKenzie 
Western State College of Law 
at Argosy 

Laguna Niguel CA 
kmckenzie@stu.wsulaw.edu 

Bart Mongelli 
DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, Cole, 
Giblin 

Teaneck NJ 
bmongelli@decotiislaw.com 
201-347-2109 

Kayla Rose Montagano 
Justinian Society of Lawyers 
Chicago IL 
kmontag@law.jmls.edu 
708-217-4784 

David Thomas Nazzaro 
San Mateo CA 
David.t.nazzaro@gmail.com 
650-477-6182 

Laurinda Liguori Ochoa 
Danville CA 
laurieliguori2@gmail.com 
925-743-4126 

Anthony Odorisi 
New York NY 
aodorisi@gmail.com 
585-490-3166 

Sonia Oliveri 
Fort Lauderdale FL 
oliveri.sonia@gmail.com 
954-673-9529 

Michael Pacelli 
La Quinta CA 
Mjp258@law.georgetown.edu 

Christopher Palmese 
Seyfarth Shaw LLP 
New York NY 
christopherpalmese@gmail.com 

Hattie Louise Parent 
Coraopolis PA 
parenth@duq.edu 
412-266-8638 

John M. Perone 
Columbian Lawyers NYC  
and Westchester Co. 

Mamaroneck NY 
mamk539@gmail.com 
914-329-2918 

Matteo Piccinali 
Brescia Italy 
m.piccinali@zaglio-orizio.it 
+39 030-240-8170 

Antonello Pierro 
Pierro & Associati 
Rome Italy 
apierro@pierroassociati.it 
+39 068-772-8728 

Joseph Piomelli 
Powell, Jackman, Stevens & 
Ricciardi, P.A. 

Fort Myers FL 
NaplesAttorney@Icloud.com 

Anthony Rapa 
Willis Towers Watson 
Denver CO 
anthony.rapa@
willistowerswatson.com 

914-584-9395 

Alexander Rigante 
Laval QC 
a.rigante1994@gmail.com 
514-567-8928 

Rodney Guy Romano 
Matrix Mediation LLC 
West Palm Beach FL 
lynn@matrixmediation.com 
561-340-3500 

Nicholas Carmelo Sabatella 
The Law Offices of Preston 
Easley 

South Pasadena CA 
ncsabatella@gmail.com 

Nicholas Pasquale Santini 
New Castle PA 
santinin@duq.edu 
724-610-0947 

Mandeep Singh 
Haryana India 
mani1733@gmail.com 
+91 868-598-9898 

Nicholas Surz 
The Winkler Group LLC 
Schaumburg IL 
nsurz@winkler-law.com 
847-703-0590 

Anthony Francis Tedesco 
Saint Paul City Attorney 
Woodbury MN 
MnWildPuck@aol.com 
651-485-6288 

Nicholas Testa 
Houston TX 
testa@testalawgroup.com 

Massimiliano Tommasiello 
Roma Italy 
tommasiellolaw@gmail.com 
+39 373-833-8480 

Jennifer Volanti 
Los Angeles CA 
jvolanti16@swlaw.edu 

Michael Joseph Wimberley 
Santa Ana CA 
wimbe107@mail.chapman.edu 

Elektra Bianca Blue Yao 
Law Office of Elektra B. Yao 
New York NY 
Elektra@yaofirm.com 
917-587-9188 

New Members, continued from page 9
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Affiliate Reports

IALA members have been 
active and honored on a 
number of fronts in their 
community recently, including:

• Past President Jack DeNove 
was honored with an award 
at the Loyola Law School 
Champions of Justice.

• Past President Jo-Ann 
Grace was appointed 
Assistant Vice President 
of the Los Angeles County 
Bar Association Board of 
Trustees.

• Past President Doug 
Collodel, President Lydia 
Liberio, and Vice President 
No. 1 Teresa Macellaro 
were honored for extensive 
service at the Los Angeles 
Superior Court Temporary 
Judge Pro Tem Award 
Ceremony.

• Lydia Liberio and Vice 
President No. 2 Valeria 
Granata were appointed 
to the Los Angeles County 
Bar Association's Standing 
Committee on Diversity 
in the Profession; Lydia 
Liberio was also appointed 
to the LACBA Judicial 

Super Bowl athlete, vintner and philanthropist Vince Ferragamo shares an evening with  
IALA members.

Italian American Bar Association of Los Angeles

continued on next page

IALA Past President Tom Cacciatore co-hosted Government 
Night with County Supervisor Kathryn Barger and City 
Councilman Joe Buscaino, and IALA members.

Election Evaluation 
Committee.

• Past President Thomas 
V. Girardi was honored 
with the June Lockhart 
Humanitarian Award 
at UCLA at the L.A. 
Lawyer's Philharmonic's 
Best of Broadway Concert, 
headlined by actor Dick Van 
Dyke.

• John "Jack" Girardi was 
appointed Chairman of 
the Board of Advisors to 
Loyola's Immigrant Justice 
Clinic. 

Justinian Society of Lawyers (Chicago)
This spring, the Justinian 
Society of Lawyers held 
its 15th annual Children’s 
Endowment Fund (CEF) 
dinner at Lux Bar. Over 60 
Justinians were in attendance 
as the 2017 CEF recipients, 
St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital and the Reflections 
Foundation, each received a 
grant check for $3,625.
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The mission of the CEF 
is to assist disabled or 
disadvantaged children 
in our community. Since 
establishing the CEF in 2002 
during his term as president, 
NIABA member Antonio M. 
Romanucci and the Justinian 
members have raised critical 
funds for a wide range of 
recipients.

Affiliates, continued from page 11

Member News
Claire C. Ambrosio joined MYnd Analytics, Inc. as General Counsel and Corporate Secretary. MYnd is a predictive analytics 
company that has developed a decision support tool to help physicians reduce trial and error treatment in mental health and provide 
more personalized care to patients.

*  *  *  *  *

NIABA West Region VP, Damian Capozzola, and Los Angeles IALA founder Carl "Tony" Capozzola met with Roman attorney 
Antonello Pierro for lunch in earlier this year (photo below at right). Antonello looks to expand his operations in Rome to Southern 
California with a focus on clients interested in Italian property." 

*  *  *  *  *
Romanucci & Blandin, LLC recently secured a $44.7 million 
dollar verdict on behalf of client Michael LaPorta. Partner 
Antonion Romanucci is a former NIABA board member, and 
attorney Frank Sommario is a current board member. The 
jury found Chicago Police Officer Patrick Kelly responsible for 
shooting LaPorta and the city responsible for failing to investigate 
its officers and having no adequate early warning system.

*  *  *  *  *

Send your news to NIABA Administrator Dana Robb.  
We will use items as space permits.

The Rhode Island Justinian 
Law Society celebrated the 
installation of its 2017-2018 
slate of officers. The event 
included recognition of Chief 
Judge Robert Ferrieri of 
the Rhode Island Workers' 
Compensation Court as the 
recipient of the organization's 
2017 Distinguished Public 
Service Award, as well as 
acknowledgement of service to 
the organization by Immediae 
Past President Sheri L.Pizzi.  

Rhode Island Justinian Law Society

“As one of the largest ethnic 
bar associations in the U.S., 
the Justinian Society is 
fervent in giving back to our 
Chicago community where 
we know our dollars can 
make a real difference,” said 
NIABA member and 2016-
17 president of the Justinian 
Society of Lawyers, Frank 
A. Sommario. “This year 

we were extremely proud 
to provide both St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital 
and the Reflections Foundation 
with significant grants that we 
know will go directly towards 
making an immediate impact.

The Reflections Foundation 
assists African American 
and Latina girls in becoming 

better communicators at 
home, in school and the future 
workplace. St. Jude Children’s 
Hospital leads the way the 
world understands, treats and 
defeats childhood cancer and 
other deadly diseases. Both are 
extremely worthy causes to 
stand behind.”
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Notes from the NIABA Office

NIABA now has a Facebook 
page! Join us at www.
facebook.com/groups/
niabagroup to share news, 
referrals, and discussions  
with other NIABA members 
all over the world. 

*  *  *  *  *

Can We Refer You?
Is your profile up-to-date on 
the NIABA website? If not, 
you may be missing valuable 
referrals! Members of the 
public use the Lawyer Search 
function, and sometimes 
contact us directly, looking 
for an attorney. The more 
information in your profile, 
the more likely they will 
choose you. Don't miss 
valuable opportunities. Login 
and update your profile now.

*  *  *  *  * 

NIABA Brochures
An electronic version (PDF) 
of the NIABA membership 
brochure is available on 
our website. We encourage 
you to share the brochure 
with anyone who might be 
interested in joining NIABA. 
For hard copies to distribute 
to your colleagues or group, 
please contact the NIABA 
office.

*  *  *  *  *

Reaching Out  
to Law Students
NIABA membership is 
free for law students and 
first-year attorneys. If you 
know of groups or events 
that we should reach out to, 
please contact the NIABA 
niabagroup@gmail.com and 
we will provide brochures 
or other information to the 
organization you recommend.

*  *  *  *  *

Member Logo Available
It's easy to show your 
NIABA affiliation on your 
firm's website or marketing 
materials. 
Contact 
the NIABA 
office at 
niabagroup@
gmail.com  
and we will 
send you a file 
that is suitable for online or 
print use. 

*  *  *  *  *

How to Contact Us
NIABA Administrator Dana 
Robb can be reached at  
414-750-4404 or dana@
barefoot-marketing.com.

Member

Grazie to Niaba's 
Supporters
Our special thanks to those 
members who are supporting 
NIABA beyond their regular 
membership dues this year.

Patron ($250 level) 
Arthur Aidala
Louis Aidala
Claire Ambrosio
Carl A. Capozzola
Paul Finizio
Joseph M. Gagliardo
Joseph N. Giamboi
Miles McGrane, III
James Michalski
Bart Mongelli
Michael O. Pansini
Thomas Panza
Edward Ruffo
Franco Schiro
Joseph Sena, Jr.
Hon. Paul Victor

Sponsor ($100 level) 
Andrew E. Anselmi
Peter S. Balistreri
Richard S. Calone
Damian Capozzola
Marco Cercone
Joseph C. Correnti
Vincent Cuttita
C. Jerome D'Aquila
Charles DeMonaco
P. Charles DiLorenzo
Phillip P. DiLucente
William Dimitri
Francis M. Donnarumma
Anthony Enea
Michele Finizio
Hon. Joseph D. Frinzi
Arthur Furia
Anthony J. Gianfrancesco

Mario Giommoni
Sally Ann Janulevicus
Gina Jenero
Kenneth Jenero
Jonathan Kim
Vincent LaPaglia
Joseph LaRocco
Giovanni Lombardo
Steven J. Madonna
Prof. Robin Paul Malloy
Vincent Marchetti
Frederic Marzilli
Carolann Mazza
Martin Oliverio
Raymond Pacia
John M. Parese
Michael Pizzuto
Roberta Purcell
Antonio Romanucci
James Scarmozzino
Frank J. Schiro
Bruno Tassone

Scholarship Fund Donors 
(since April 1, 2017)  
Victoria Bellomo 
Marianne E. Bertuna 
Joseph Sylvester D'Antony 
Anthony J. Enea 
James P. Howe 
Hon. Paul M. Marigonda 
Nicholas Gianni Matassini 
Bruno Mazzotta in honor of 
Paul Finizio
Miles A. McGrane, III 
Angelina Namia 
Richard F. Pellegrino 
Caterina Ranieri 
Romolo Reboa 
Antonio Romanucci 
William R. Santo 
Salvatore Zambri 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/niabagroup
http://www.facebook.com/groups/niabagroup
http://www.facebook.com/groups/niabagroup
http://www.niaba.org
www.niaba.org/brochure
mailto:dana%40barefoot-marketing.com?subject=
mailto:niabagroup%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:niabagroup%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:niabagroup%40gmail.com?subject=
dana%40barefoot-marketing.com
dana%40barefoot-marketing.com
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 National Italian American Bar Association - Application for Membership
 Duplication and redistribution of this document is encouraged.
 You can also apply online at www.niaba.org

Name ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Firm Name _________________________________________________________________________________________________
Firm Address ________________________________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip and Country ____________________________________________________________________________________
Office Phone _________________________________________  Fax ________________________________________________
Cell Phone   __________________________________________  E-mail ______________________________________________
Web Site  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Home Address _______________________________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone ________________________________________________________________________________________________
Law School, w/ graduation year _________________________________________________________________________________
In which states and/or countries are you licensed to practice law? ______________________________________________________
Which languages (besides English) can you read and/or speak fluently? _________________________________________________

Areas of Practice (please select no more than three)
☐ Administrative
☐ Adoption
☐ Antitrust
☐ Appellate
☐ Arbitration/Mediation
☐ Banking
☐ Bankruptcy/Reorganization
☐ Business
☐ Civil Rights
☐ Class Actions
☐ Commodities
☐ Commercial Litigation
☐ Construction
☐ Corporate/Business
☐ Criminal
☐ Customs/International Trade

☐ Defamation
☐ Divorce
☐ Educator
☐ Employee Benefits
☐ Environmental
☐ Estate Planning
☐ Family Law
☐ Franchise
☐ General Practice
☐ Health Care
☐ Immigration
☐ In-House
☐ Insurance
☐ Intellectual Property
☐ Investment Banking
☐ Judge

☐ Labor/Empl/Mgmt Relations
☐ Litigation
Malpractice
 ☐ Accountant
 ☐ Attorney
 ☐ Medical 
☐ Municipal
☐ Patent & Trademark
☐ Personal Injury (Plaintiff)
☐ Personal Injury (Defendant)
☐ Probate
☐ Product Liability (Plaintiff)
☐ Product Liability (Defendant)
☐ Professional Disciplinary
☐ Public Service
☐ Real Estate

Membership Status: ☐ Attorney     ☐ Judge     ☐ Retired     ☐ Law student 
Membership Level & Dues: ☐ Regular ($50)   ☐ Sponsor ($100)   ☐ Patron ($250)   ☐ Judge ($25)   ☐ Law student/1st year atty (free)
How did you learn about NIABA?  ☐ Local Association   ☐ Web Site   ☐ The Digest Law Journal   ☐ Referral   ☐ Other
Would you like to make a contribution to the NIABA Scholarship Fund?  ☐ $100 or more     ☐ $50     ☐ $25     ☐ Other
 Include your check, made payable to NIABA Scholarship Fund

I certify that I am at least one of the following: a lawyer of Italian birth or extraction; a lawyer related by marriage to a person of Italian birth or extraction; a lawyer who 
is willing to support the purposes and objectives of NIABA. I further certify that I have been admitted to practice law and am in good standing in any country or jurisdic-
tion; or have been granted and possess a law degree from a college of law in any jurisdiction and would qualify for admission to practice law; or am currently a law 
student in an accredited law school in any country or jurisdiction. All information I have provided is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge. 

Signature _________________________________________________________________________Date  ________________________________________________

Please mail this form along with your membership dues and 
any other amounts listed above. Make checks payable to NIABA.
 NIABA
 PMB 932
 2020 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
 Washington, DC 20006-1846

☐ Real Estate Tax
☐ Retired
☐ Securities
☐ Social Security
☐ Tax
☐ Torts
☐ Traffic
☐ Training/Consulting/Education
☐ Wills and Trusts
☐ Workers Comp (Plaintiff)
☐ Workers Comp (Defendant)
☐ Zoning/Planning
☐ Other ____________________ 

www.niaba.org

Phone: 414-750-4404
Fax: 414-255-3615


